214                     THE    STORY    OF    THE   PACIFIC

I regret to say, was the way everybody seems to have felt about
this glamorous land of Ophir until we reach the year 1688,
when another candidate for Australian honours appeared upon
the scene. This fellow, however, had good reason to keep away
from civilization, as he was ' wanted' on charges of piracy, and
an absolutely deserted part of the world was what he was look-
ing for at that moment.

He was an Englishman, and his name was William Dampier.
I can give you only a very brief outline of his career, for if I
let myself go and followed this hero through all the details
of his incredible life he would fill the greater part of this
book.

William Dampicr was born in 1652, and he had been ' in-
tended for trade/ That meant life in a shop, and little William
felt no inclination for the humdrum existence of a respectable
merchant. And so, after he had lost both his father and his
mother while still in his teens, he persuaded his guardians to let
him follow his * own inclinations * and start out to make his
fortune for himself.

These guardians, apparently, were only too happy to rid them-
selves of their responsibilities towards this headstrong child, and
at the age of fifteen William signed up as a cabin-boy and sailed
for Newfoundland. At the age of twenty-one he was an able-
bodied seaman on board a man-of-war, and made a trip to Java,
but he fell ill and was sent home to recover. As soon as he
had recovered from his affliction he went to Jamaica. From there
he found his way to Yucatan, in Mexico, to engage in the log-
wood business. Yucatan was under Spanish jurisdiction, and
therefore no foreigners were allowed: those who came in ran
the risk of losing their heads. William did not lose his head,
but, as he might as well be hanged for buccaneering as for buying
and selling logwood, he decided to turn pirate.

He joined a gang of derelict Englishmen who worked out
plans to attack and plunder the rich city of Panama, and together
with his lusty mates he marched across the Isthmus of Panama,